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Abstract: English in Junior High Schools is taught as a subject from year seven up till year nine. One of the 
skills in English that the students find it difficult among the others is writing. Indeed, writing is the burden for 
the students especially those who live in rural areas. One of causes of this condition is the use of the teaching 
technique used by the teacher in carrying out his writing class. Based on 2013 curriculum the teaching and 
learning in high schools are promoted to build the students’ characters. That is why this research is carried out to 
figure out whether the use of Cooperative Learning can develop the rural students’ writing skill. It is also to 
reveal whether the use of this learning can promote the character building. The research is a class room action 
reasearch (CAR) which involves a pre-cycle and two cycles. The subject is the seventh graders of SMP N 1
Pakis. This research is carried out in SMP Negeri 1 Pakis kabupaten Magelang which lies in a rural area at the 
slope of Mount Merbabu. This research  involves qualitative and quantitative data.The data were taken by using 
documentations, observations, questionnaires, and test. The data obtained show that using cooperative learning 
can develop the rural students’ writing skill. It can be seen from the improvement of the students’ scores. It also 
can promote the character building by seeing the implementation of the values in character building in the 
classroom activities during the teaching  learning process.
Keywords: rural students’ writing skill, cooperative learning, character building
Introduction 
English in Junior High Schools is taught from year seven up to year nine. It means that it is taught in all 
classes. In this level, Teaching English involves four skills i.e. listening, writing, reading, and writing. The last 
mentioned is indeed the hardest. Before coming to this, the students have to master the other four skills. That is 
why writing is the most difficult skill for the students to master considering those reasons. The way the teacher 
teaches writing in class also influence the students writing skill. The lack of variation in the techniques in 
teaching learning process seems to be the reason of the low mastery of the students’ writing skill especially those 
who live in rural areas.
Based on 2013 curriculum the teaching and learning in Elementary School are promoted to build the 
students’ characters. As stated by Fadlan (2012) Dr. Martin Luther King says, “intelligence plus character... that 
is the goal of true education”. The education with character involves three aspects i.e.cognitive, feeling, and 
action. Therefore the process of education should also involve these three aspects and values in the teaching and 
learning. These values are implemented through the activities in class.  
Cooperative learning is an approach to organize classroom activities into academic and social learning 
experiences. It differs from group work, and it has been described as "structuring positive interdependence." 
Students must work in groups to complete tasks collectively toward academic goals. Unlike individual learning, 
which can be competitive in nature, students learning cooperatively capitalize on one another’s resources and 
skills (asking one another for information, evaluating one another’s ideas, monitoring one another’s work, etc.). 
Furthermore, the teacher's role changes from giving information to facilitating students' learning. Everyone 
succeeds when the group succeeds. Ross and Smyth (1995) in Wikipedia (2014) describe successful cooperative 
learning tasks as intellectually demanding, creative, open-ended, and involve higher order thinking tasks.
Research Methods
This research is a Classroom Action Research (CAR). It is used to improve the teaching learning 
process  in class and in turn improve the students’ achievement. According to Bailey (2000), classroom action 
research is an approach to collect and interpret data that involves a clear, repeated cycle of procedures. The 
research is divided into two cycles; Cycle I and Cycle II. The teacher gave writing test as Pre-Cycle test in Pre-
Cycle stage. Then, the teacher gave an action in Cycle I using Cooperative Learning Technique. The teacher
continued to Cycle II if the result of test in Cycle I can not reach the goal. Each Cycle consists of four phases
namely planning, acting, observing, and reflecting.
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1. Pre-cycle
The teacher gave pre-cycle test conducted at the beginning of the research before the  cycles. This 
activity was to check the students’ ability in writing skill. The students were given an activity that could 
explore their writing ability to know the students’ writing skill. The teacher also gave questionaire; took the 
document of the classroom teaching and learning process to identify the data.
2. Cycle 1
The result of writing skill in pre-cycle test and the observation, questionare, documentation were 
the reason to do this cycle. Cycle 1 was the really action that was done to know whether there was
improvement of student’s writing as well as situation in the classroom.  Cycle 1 consists of four stages. They 
were planning, acting, observing, and reflecting. The procedures of cycle1 were as follows:
a. Planning
Based on the result of the pre-cycle, the teacher did some preparations in this planning stage, such 
as making lesson plan, preparing the teaching-learning equipments based on the lesson plan.. After that, the 
teacher prepared questionnaire and observation sheets as the non-test activities in cycle I to know the 
students’ writing skill improvements after they had a class using cooperative learning and to know the good 
characters that the students explored from the activities during the implementation of cooperative learning.
b. Acting
The essential purpose of this stage was to implement the cooperative learning techniques to teach 
writing skill to the students. 
c. Observing
The teacher observed the students’ activities in learning activity in cycle I by using observation 
sheet and questionnaires. Besides that, the teacher also took photographs during learning process. The 
results of this photograph were used as the proofs of the activites during the learning process. The teacher
also gave writing test as the post test in cycle I. The test was given in the end of the learning process. This 
step was done to know their writing ability.
d. Reflecting
Reflecting was the activity of evaluating the progress or change of the students, teacher and class 
situation critically. The teacher shared with the collaborator about what had happened during the teaching 
learning process. Its function was to reflect what had been done during teaching-learning process in cycle I.
3. Cycle II
This stage was improved and attempted to treat the classroom better for their  writing skill. The 
processes were similar to the first cycle but in cycle II the material was my family. The procedures were 
similar with that of in cycle I with some improvements in the media and the location when teaching in class.
The data then were gathered by using:
1. Observation 
The observation was taken place to know the exact condition of the students’s activeness in the teaching 
learning process, the writing ability of the students and also the characters that were explored during the 
activities. 
2. Documentation 
Documentation is the technique which is used to collect the data and information about the 
students such as the list of students’ names, their scores, and photographs.
3. Test 
Brown (2004:218) says that test is subset of assessment. Test can be useful device to measure 
the students’ achievement. Since the subject of the research were elementary students, the criteria of the 
writing test conducted was simplified from that of in Brown’s. 
Reasearch Findings and discussion
The research resulted in the following details:
Improving  the students’ activeness in the teaching learning process
At observation focus (1) the number of students who pay attention to the teacher’s explanation improves 
from10 to 22 students . It means all students pay attention to the teacher’s explanation. There is improvement 
from 45% to 100% than the previous cycle. At observation focus (2) the number of students who make notes 
improves from 11 to 20 students or 90.90%. It means 22 students make notes. It increases 9 students from 
previous cycle. At observation focus (3) the numbers of students who ask about the material improves from 6 to
15 students or 68.12%. It means 15 students ask about the material. It is 9 students more than  the previous cycle. 
At observation focus (4) the numbers of students who comment on the material improves from 5 to 17 students 
or 77.27%. It means 17 students comment on the material. It increases 12 students from the previous cycle. At 
observation focus (5) the numbers of students who answer the teachers’ questions improves from 6 to 20
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students or 90.90%. It means 20 students answer the teachers’ questions. It increases 14 students from that of 
previously. At observation focus (6) the number of student who involve in the learning process improves from 
10 to 22 students or 100%. It means all students involve in the learning process. It increases 12 students. At 
observation focus (7) the number of students can do the evaluation sheet improves from 9 to 20 students 90.90%. 
It means 20 students do the evaluation sheet. There is 11 students increase. At the observation focus (8) the 
number of students who can finish the task within the time which has determined improves from 9 to 22 students 
or 100%. It means all students can finish the task within the time which have determined. It increases 13 
students. 
From the data above, it can be concluded that the activeness of the students in the teaching learning 
process improves. They little by little took part actively in the class activities.
Improving the students’ writing ability
The ability of the students in writing improves. The number of the students who got excellent improves 
from nobody up till 8 students. The students who got good category improves from 1 to 12 students. And those 
who got fair decreases from 12 to 3 students. They who gor poor category decreases from 9 to none. Indeed, the 
students were confident to share ideas with other students.
Building good characters during the class activities
During the class activities both indoor and outdoor, the students always cooperate and collaborate with 
others in finishing the project from the teacher. When the students worked in pairs, they had to respect their pairs 
and try to work together in harmony. When the students worked in groups they also had to listen to uthers share 
ideas with others and appreciate others. It did as well as when they have class survey. The good characters built 
in the class activities are independence, working with others, respect others, cooperate, collaborate  with others.
Conclusion and suggestions
 Seeing the results of the research, it can be concluded :
1. Seen from the data abtained, the students’ activeness in the teaching learning process improves.
2. The students’ writing ability also improves after they are taught by using this cooperative learning.
3. The students build good characters by exploring them in the activites in class. The good characters are 
independence, working with others, respect others, cooperate, collaborate  with other.
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